rsi*Bft«3rrr^yr. -swr":''--*- s- ■ 

Gill's ofc at ABC rifled and casettes 
stolen 10 Aup' 73J He'd been lookinc: into 
Erwin Comte subpoena for Hebozo See 

23Au^ 73, ind 

-/XPost ^lAue73, case closed when cops 
Diamen it on teena/^ers. (!) 
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THE NEW VC/' 


'ABC and Ex-Reporter in Pi^ite Over Nixon Lnik 


By MARTIN ARNOLD Yr‘^terday, William Sheetian.| 

f The AiTj«rican BroaOcasimg P^esideni of aBC News. de-P 
f *mpany is ln^■^lved :n a d1s< dined to comment on the suiti 
./•Kn with hs former White diret:ilv ^^avlng it was in the* 
u-A correspondent over whe- courts. bu< he denied that thet 
i^er hfc network kepi too close neuvork had maintained too 
laison with the White House much liaison with he White 
unng the Presidency of Rich- House. “H i flat out not ^rue,' 
rd M. Nixon. he said of the charge, 

j The dispute is between the Mr. Gill said yesterday that i 
^ .^u■n^k and Bin nni. its fonrer Howard K. Smith. th#» ABC 
House ‘'.orresoondem. broadcaster maintained this al- | 
0 last spring filed a $3-mil- leged dose liaison with th^ 
ji in breach of contract suit Ni.ann Whiie House ou a new^ 
the network afler he article cO’ocernmg the Central^ 
.IS dismissed, tnteUigence Agency s involve-p 

^ The suit, filed in the United, mem. with the Dvormrow of 
Mates District Court m Wash- Ngo Dinh Diem, the South Viet- 
ington. alleges a number of 1 namese President at thaA time, 
honcractuai breaches by the* The story had been uncovered 
hetwork in its contract witi by Mr. Gill. 

Gill, inciuding the allega-' The aileiied Smith liaison 
Urn that -\Br: compromised with the White House is not 
me of Mr. Crill's new sources, now part of 'ir. Gii’\ awsuit 
1 against :he network, hut yes*’ 

I t.?rday Mr. G^ll said it would 

I probably becorr.e par. oi the 

luit, 

.According to .Mr Gill, he 
hac personally seen a roeinor* 
j andum written in December, 

I 1.971. by rhar)e.-> w. Colson, 

then White House counsel, to 
H. R- Haldemaii. aien White 
Hoi-se rUief of staff, 

'Ir. Criil 5ktTfd ih<u in ihe 
memornpuum :.U Coi.son wrote 
fiat Henrv a irissinger had 
-fjett Mr. and told him 

^uou- the t .r. A 5iory Mr GUI 
I .v. 'cing on and' that Mr. 

t, • ! -i'ant 

fh? storv to puLl'C. 

Mr. Kfssmger. now .yecfctory 
'Gf Slate, at time hcud 
*1' The Naticny] u- ej'm- 

cil. 

According to Mr Gi 


II goes on to sav 
aith called Mr. Cf4- 
T hearing from Mr. 

, and told him that 
not planning to use 
stoiy. 

jth said yesterday that 
- kept anything off the 

air. ^didn’t have the authority 
to do so. I never killed any 
story by Giil or anyone else.'' 

"If Colson wrote that memo, 
and I asaume he did* since they 
have Jt he was making it up,*' 
Mr. Smith said. *T kept in occa- 
skmaJ touch with Colson, just; 
mt ^Ulgr reporters did, because 
ly iming the Presidemial 
i%B, but I never told him? 
I kept a Gill story off 
p ^rr - air, .'fte authority of an 
anchorman is highly exaggerat- 
ed in the public. The newsl 
dddlsions are made by produ-l 
cers gjsd news editors.*^ 1 

that Mr. Smith ca- 
CTrtioned that Mr. Gill 
was wjCkxng on the C.I.A. story 
and tbat cither at the lunch 
or dming a subsequent phone 
^nveraation Mr. Smith "never 
‘the question of holding 


i.nake an^ .smee **he( 

|wa.sn't e en jr Gt>vemmcm" 
♦when the Die/.', -ouo ‘ccurredl 
in 1963. 

The Watergate special prosit- < 
cutOTS office iedined to com- 
ment on the .tllegod Sjiiith-Col- 
sOn n^on, but a source in 
the office, who worked on the 
Watergate invest iga lion, said 
the matter was "never one of 
serious mvestigation.'* , 
There ia, however, in e.xis- 
tence a tape-recording between i 
Mr. Colson and Riebajd Bast,! 
a jH-ivate investigato/ Mr. Coh' 
•On itred during the Watergate- 
investigation. It was taped m 
May 31, 1973, and in it Mr 
Coison says that Mr Smithi 
told him that "Gill 4 patriot, 
and if it is tiat rmponanf to 
Kissinger, we [A3C1 will sta^ 
away" from the story. 

In iis lawsuit againsi- ABC, 
one of Mr. Gill's alle^tions 
Is that tie network comprom-l 
ised his news sources by at-! 
tempting to share iaformaiion' 
witi T3e N<w York Thnes thstl 
he had gatiered on an entirely* 
different news ftoiy. 

In answer. David Jones, na-’ 
^nai news director of The! 
, Times, said, "ABC approachodi 
_ that it was ius in 1973 with some informs-) 
ftw- reporters ition on a possible •rror . mvoiv- 
mg President Ntw»** 5 : .mpaign 
funds and asked if we.’-el 



ted in pursbi: a *l. 
wf:h iho!** pc- pH d:: 
look m'-j r*'o 


We 

•J-j- 


